[The practice guideline 'Acute cough' from the Dutch College of General Practitioners; a response from the perspective of general practice].
The practice guideline 'Acute cough' from the Dutch College of General Practitioners stresses the fact that a cough of less than 3 weeks' duration seldom heralds serious pathology. However, for sound reassurance of patients presenting with a cough of short duration, the general practitioner needs to know much about the signs and symptoms connected to low-prevalence serious pathology in these patients. The practice guideline distinguishes upper and lower respiratory tract infections and defines serious lower respiratory tract infection. The diagnostic value of symptoms and laboratory findings like a sedimentation rate or C-reactive protein in order to make such distinctions, is not explained in detail. Antibiotics are reserved for serious lower respiratory tract infection with the exception of acute bronchitis, croup and bronchiolitis, which can be treated without antibiotics. Recommendations for treatment of acute bronchiolitis with bronchodilators or corticosteroids, and croup with corticosteroids are based on consensus. This practice guideline can be considered as a clear and valuable piece of work for all physicians in primary and secondary care.